








THE 
CHRISTIAN VISITOR. 


Are rival joys contending for thy choice? 

Consult thy whole existence, and be saic ; 

That oracle will put all doubt to flight. 

Short is the lesson, though my lecture long : 

Be good—and let heaven answer for the rest. 
Foune, 








Wor. I. JULY, 1823. No. 7. 





ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


The unreasonableness of indecision 


in religion. 
NO. Il. 

fly aformer number, we considered the unreasonable- 
ess of indecision in regard to the truth of the christian 
igion. In the present, we shall consider the unrea- 
onableness of indecision in regard to itsnature. There 
e those who have never arrived at any satisfactory 
énclusion respecting the question, in what does true 
religion consist? They believe that there is such a 
thing as true religion, and that it is something of great 
importance to mankind, both as it respects their happi- 
ness here and hereafter. But whether it consists in 
mere external morality; or inthis, connected with that 
mental discipline, which is the result of a more refined 
‘selfishness, than that which leads to gross sensuality ; or 
in that disinterested love to God and their fellow-crea- 


pres, which mankind are influenced to exercise by the 
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operation of the Holy Spirit upon their hearts, they 
have not determined. Sometimes they are inclined to 
believe, that nothing more is essential to their salva- 
tion, than what the world calls good morality. At oth. 
ers, they are painfully apprehensive that the eye of 
God is upon the heart, and that his judgment of charac. 
ter is according to the feelings which there prevai!.— 
But still, perhaps, they think, that the heart needs im- 
proving only, not renewing. A cultivation of those ami. 
able traits of character, which are commor to mankind, 
and which are all consistent with ap ultimate and sv- 
preme regard to self, appears to them the best kind of 
religion, and all that is in fact necessary. At other 
times, perceiving that the law of God requires them te 
love him with all the heart, and their fellow-creatures 
as themselves, and knowing that, after all their refine- 
ment of feeling and improvement ofintellect, they real- 
ly love the. world more than God, and themselves more 
than their fellow-creatures, they cannot but fear thata 
change ofheart is essential to their salvation. When 
they consider how many of their fellow-creatures around 
them appear never to have experienced any thing like 
a change of heart, and especially of those whose amiable 
dispositions and useful lives have gained them the affec- 
tion and respect of the world, they have little belief in 
experimental religion. They naturally conclude, that 
it is enough for them to be like the world in general. 
But again they reflect, that according to the scriptures, 
“ the world lieth in wickedness,” that “ wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which goin thereat”—that “strait 
is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and -few there be that find it.” These reflections 
renew their fears, that something more, than they now 
possess, is essential to qualify them for heaven. Wher 
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by any means their attention is turned to the word of 
God—when their circumstances lead them to be intimate 
with saints of distinguished piety—when they have op- 
portunity to witness signal displays of the power and 
grace of God, in turning sinners from the error of their 

ways, they can scarcely avoid a distinct and deep im- 

pression, that religion is the fruit of the special opera- 

tion of the Holy Spirit. But for the greater part of the 

time, thinking little upon the subject of religion, associ- 

ating but seldom with those who feel and manifest its 

power, and habitually indulging the love of the world 

in their hearts; they feel little interest in studying the 

word of God, or in attending to the displays of his spe- 

cial grace. In the mean time, perhaps they hear that 

religion, which consists in disinterested love to God and 

man, made the subject of reproach and misrepresenta- 

tion. In these circumstances, their former impressions 

in favour ofits truth and importance, are ina great de 

gree erased, and they begin again to look for something 
else, as that in which it consists. ‘Thus are they unde- 
cided in regard to the nature of religion. Sometimes 
they think it consists in one thing, and sometimes in 
another ; but they never have any rational, fixed and set- 
tled opinion, such as is the result of a serious, patient and 
prayerful examination of the scriptures, respecting it. 
Now this indecision in regard to the nature of religion, 
we affirm to be unreasonable ; because, 

1. There isno insuperable difficulty in ascertaining in 
what it consists. The scriptures are very plain on this 
subject. They expressly assert that love is the fulfilling 
of the law. And they shew with equal plainness what 
kind of love it is that answers the demands of the law, 
and constitutes the religion of the gospel. It is a love 
which is disinterested in its nature, and which approves 
efits object, not in proportion to its connexion with © "4 
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or its supposed disposition or tendency to benefit self in 
particular, but according to its apparent excellence : 
which desires the happiness of its object, not merely 
because it is nearly connected with self, but because it is 
capable of enjoyment or suffering. As God is a being 
of infinite excellenee, the scriptures require mankind te 
love him supremely. ‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart.” As the characters of mankind 
are, generally speaking, essentially alike, and as they 
have the same capacity for enjoyment or suffering, they 
are required to love each other as themselves, “ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thy self.” That the love to 
God, in which true religion primarily consists is su- 
preme, may be seen, not only from the words of the 
law above quoted, but from the following words of 
Christ. “ He that loveth father or mother more than 
me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” That 
the love to man, which makes a part of true religion, is 
impartial or disinterested, is demonstrable, not only from 
the words of the law, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thy self,’ but from the circumstance that it is a love 
of enemies as well as friends. Christ not only inculcates 
the love of enemies, but speaks of love to them as a 
distinguishing trait in the christian character, “ Ye have 
heard that it has been said by them of old time, thou 
shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy, but | 
say unto youlove your enemies. For if ye love them 
which love you, what thank have ye ? for sinners, also, 
love those that love them.” Here we are plainly taught 
that love to mankind, in order to be acceptable to God, 
or characteristic of his children, must extend to enemies, 
as well as to friends. But that must be a disinterested 
affection, which embraces an enemy as its object. There 
may be selfishness in doing good to an enemy; but love 
to an enemy must be disinterested. 
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But it is not more evident from scripture that the love, 
in which true religion consists is disinterested, and in 
respect to God supreme, than it is, that this is the ef- 
fect of the renewing influence of the Holy Spirit. John 
says, “ Every one that loveth is born of God, and know- 
eth God.’ Paul says, «« The fruit of the Spirit is love.” 
It is agreeable to the experience, as well as to the ob- 
servation of mankind, that they are destitute of that holy 
love, which the Divine law requires, and under the in- 
fluence of affections of a totally opposite nature, until 
ihe Spirit of God changestheir hearts. But if scripture, 
observation and experience allconfirm the truth that re- 
ligion primarily consists in the exercise of that cisinterest- 
ed love to God and man which is the fruit of the Spirit, 
there is certainly no insuperable ditliculiy ie determining 
in what it consists. [t must be supposed, that the 
scriptures can be understood by those, for whose bene- 
fit they were given ; and that mankind, in general, are 
capable of determining what is the result of their own 
observation and experience. But if there is no insup- 
erable difficulty in determining in what trae religion con- 
sists, it must be very unreasonable to be undecided up- 
on the subject. For 

2. It is of great importante to every one to know in 
what trae religion consisis. ‘Those who are undecid- 
ed in regard to the nature of trae religion must of 
course be undecided respecting the character of God, 
their own character, and the duties which they owe 
to God and their fellow creatures. They can not know 


what God is until they know what he has required of 


his creatures; and as true religion consists in doing 

what God requires of his creatures, they will have no 

more irne knowledge of him than they have definite 

ideas of religion. As true religion comprises the duties 

which mankind owe to God and each other, they must 
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be as deficient in their knowledge of duty, as they are 
in their knowledge of religion. As their characters 
must be holy or sinful according as they perform or 
neglect their duty, they will have no more accurate or 
definite views of their true characters, than they have 
of religion. As their condition depends upon the char- 
acter wuich they sustain in the sight of God, they will 
be just as ignorant of what awaits them im eternity, as 
they are of the nature of religion. One reason why so 
many have no deeper sense of their obligations to be- 
come religious, and feel no more anxious at the thought 
that they are destitute of the one thing needful is, they 
give not themselves the trouble of determining in what 
it consists. In consequence of their mistaken views up- 
on the subject of religion, many are doubtless deceived 
with respect to their characters and prospects, thinking 
themselves to be truly religious, while they are entirely 
destitute of that holy love in which true religion con- 
sists ; and expecting eventually to obtain “ an inheri- 
tance with them that are sanctified,” while in fact, they 
have “no part or lot in the matter.” Mankind are liable, 
sot only to remain in doubt and error respecting their 
character and condition, in consequence of being unde- 
cided in regard to the nature of religion ; but use their 
influence against, rather than for its promotion. Now 
if these are the consequences of being undecided re- 
specting the question, in what does true religion con- 
sist ? how important is it to every one tobe established 
in the truth upon this subject? If there is no insupera- 
ble difficulty in ascertaining what religion is, do not those 
act a very unreasonable part, who live without a satis- 
factory knowledge of the subject? Were they only to 
injure their characters, or fortunes, by remaining unde- 
cided in regard to the nature of religion, their indecis- 
ton, if mot necessary, would be unreasonable. How 
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much more unreasonable then is it, when iis obvious 
consequences are, spiritual darkness, self-dece; t.on, and 
an exposure to allthe guilt and wretchedness of being 
found fighting against God. A. 
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—— 


On the manner of Reading the Scrip- 
| tures. 


The holy scriptures exhibit a perfect rule of faith and 
practice ;—a rule by which the correctness or incorrect- 
ness of all religious sentiments must be ultimately de- 
termined, and the guilt or innocence of human conduct 
measured ;—a rule indeed by which the retributions of 
eternity will be dispensed. It must argue great want of 
reflection in any person, and a surprising stupidity in re- 
spect to his highest good, not to feel interested in know, 
ing and retaining habitually in his mind what the scrip. 
tures teach. It is with much reason that the greatest 
men who have appeared in the world have reverenced 
the scriptures and esteemed religious truth more pre- 
cious than gold. Newton and Locke, whose intellectu- 
al powers and attainments have ranked them among the 
first of philosophers, received the bible as the word of 
God, and studied it as a source of knowledge far more 
valuable than any which could be derived from the stu- 
dy ofnature. The latter somewhere observes, “1 thank 
God for the light of revelation, which sets my poor rea- 
son at rest in many things which lay beyond the reach 
of its discovery.” Lord Bacon, a man of equal emi- 
nence, says to God in one of his prayers, “I have sought 
thee in-courts, fields and gardens ; but | have found thee 
in thy temples ;” meaning, doubtless, that he had ac- 
quired a knowledge of God, not from the works of na- 
ture, but from the holy scriptures illustrated in the 
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house of worship. In acquiring a knowledge of the 
scriptures much must evidently depend upon the man- 
ner of reading them. If we read them but seldom, and 
then with carelessness, or under the influence of preju- 
dice, not to speak of the guilt in which we involve our- 
selves, we read in vain. He who would be familiar 
with the interesting instructions which they contain, 
must read them with attention, with frequency, with 
candour, with a conviction of their divine origin, and 
with prayer for the enlightening influence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The first requisite in reading the scripture ‘is attention. 
It may be safely affirmed that there is no faculty or ex- 
ertion of the mind on which the acquisition of know- 
ledge so much depends as this. It is principally owing 
to the diflerent degrees of attention with which persons 
read and think that some will understand a subject so 
much easier and better than others, and retain it famili- 
arly in their recollection, when‘others have forgotten it. 
Attention is subservient to clear and distinct apprehen- 
sions and to a ready and retentive memory. But with- 
out attention what can be thereby known or long re- 
membered? He who peruses a book with carelessness 
can derive but little advantage from it. If the ideas it 
contains enter his mind at all, they are like characters 
written in. the sand and are soon effaced. He does not’ 
feel a sufficient interest in them, or keep them in view 
a sufficient length of time to receive from them any 
distinct and permanent impression. His thoughts are 
wandering on other subjects, and the one under conside- 
ration, however important, is imperfectly apprehended. 
lie has scarcely closed the yolume when he finds it dif- 
ficult to form a clear conception of what he has been 
reading. The case is widely different with bim who 
reads with a wakeful and vigorous atiention. He is far 


more likely to undersiand the subject before him, for it 
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interests his feelings, his mind is upon it, he views it in 
some of its most important attitudes and relations. If 
the book is well chosen, he is in a way to acquire and 
retain important knowledge. The ideas presented to 
his mind instead of being compared to characters inscrib- 
ed in the sand, admit of a more just comparison with 
characters engraved in marble. The correctness of this 
representation rests upon experience. It is implied in 
our practice. If we deemit imporiant to become fami- 
liarly acquainted with any book or with any part of a 
book, we peruse it with a deliberate and close attention. 
And surely a similar attention cannot be less requisite in 
examining the scriptures. ‘Their doctrines and precepts, 
though expressed with sufficient plainness, are not likely 
to be understood by him who is unwilling to bestow 
upon them this mental exertion; and still less likely are 
they to be remembered and to produce any salutary ef- 
fects upon his character. It is too often the case that 
the sacred volume is read with carlessness. It is taken 
up with reluctance and while the eye runs rapidly along 
its lines, the heart is not interested, and the mind is led 
off to other subjects by every casual aberration of thought. 
To read the scriptures thus is not only fruitless, but in- 
volves a shameful and criminal irreverence of their au- 
thor. It cannot be otherwise than displeasing to him, 
and injurious to the spiritual interests of those who in- 
dulge it. 

To a right understanding of the scriptures it is neces- 
sary that they be read not only attentively but frequent- 
ly. They are too extensive and embrace too great a 
variety of subjects, to be very thoroughly understood, 
either by a cursory perusal, or by an attention to them 
interrupted by long intervals. He who only now and 
then takes them ‘up and reads a few chapters, whatever 
be the attention with which he does it, is likely to con- 
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tinue ignorant of much important instruction which they 
coritain. Being acquainted with them only in detached 
parts, instead of discerning the connection and harmony 
of their doctrines and precepts, he is liable to fall into 
errors from partial and limited views, or to imagine in- 
consistencies where a more thorough examination would 
convince him that no inconsistencies exist. Nor should 
it be thought that a single, though attentive and tho- 
rough reading of the scriptures is sufficient. The bible 
is not like many other books from which, after a first or 
second perusal, we have acquired all the important in- 
formation they can impart. It contains a fund of tlie 
most valuable knowledge, which the longest life devo. 
ted to the study of it would not exhaust. We may read 
it again and again, with close attention, and find each 
time many interesting ideas which had escaped us be- 
fore ; and that not by reading it with fanciful interpreta- 
tions, but by considering the genuine import of its lan- 
guage. And besides, a frequent study of the bible is 
necessary that we may retain the knowledge we ac- 
quire. That attention which has already been mention- 
ed is highly favourable to this end, but it is not alone 
sufficient. Knowledge which we value must be impress- 
ed on the mind by frequent reviews. If we neglect it 
we lose it. It is for want of frequent recurrences to 
what we have read or heard, or seen or thought, that 
more than half of what we learn vanishes into forget- 
fulness. If long intervals of time elapse between the 
periods of our reading the scriptures, we shall read them 
to little profit. The lively impression which visible 
objects make upon us, and the superior interest which 
we too often feel in them, will lead us to forget and 
disregard what the Holy Spirit has taught us. The de- 
sign of studying the scriptures is not merely to know 


what they teach, but to have our hearts and lives made 
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better by the influence of religious tfuth.  Sanctify 
them through thy truth’? said our saviour in his prayer 
for his disciples. Again he said to the Jews, * Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 
But truth can have no sanctifying influence only as it 
is present to the mind. “We need thefyefore, line upon 
line, precept upon precept.” We need to imitate the 
noble Bereans who searched the scriptures daily. How 
much time should be appropriated to this duty, must de- 
pend upon circumstances; but it is believed that few 
persons are in danger of employing too many hours up- 
on a subject so intimately connected with their present 
and future wellare. J. S. 


Sincere love to Jesus Christ. 


When Christ was on earth he had many professed dis- 
ciples and followers, who were not his sincere and faith- 
ful friends. And ever since there have doubtless been 
many persons, who have professed and supposed them- 
selves to be his iriends, while they have been whoily 
destitute of that sincere love to him, which he requires 
and which is essential to the character of real chris- 
tians. It is exceedingly important, that all persons, and 
especially that all professors of religion should consider 
and understand the nature of sincere love to Jesus 
Christ. It'is therefore desired that the following re- 
marks on this subject may receive the serious and can- 
did attention of every reader. 

1. Sincere love to Christ implies loving him for what 
he is in himself. The most odious object may be loved 
for the sake of another object. But no object is proper- 
jy or sincerely loved, unless it be loved on its own ac- 
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count, or for what it is in itself. The Saviour was 
greatly beloved, while he was on earth by multitudes, 


who were not pleased with his true character. When 
he rode in triumph into Jerusalem, multitudess that 
went before and that followed after, “ cried, saying, ho- 
sannah to the son of David; blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord: Hosannah in the highest.” 
These persons received him as a temporal deliverer, 
and loved him for the temporal benefits they expected 
to receive from him; but they had no love to his medi- 
atorial character. Christ was always able to distinguish 
those, who loved him from selfish motives, and spoke 
to them and treated the: according to their real char- 
acter. “When he ws at Jerusalem at the passover, 
many believed in Lis name, when they saw the miracles 
which he did. tut Jesus did not commit himself un- 
to them, because he knew all men and needed not that 
any should testify of man; for he knew what was in 
man.” At another time he upbraided his professed 
friends and foliowers for their mercenary motives :— 
“ Verily I say unto you, ye seek me, not because ye 
saw the miracies, but because ye did eat of the loaves 
and were filled.” ‘Though men love Christ ever so 
much for the favors they imagine they have received or 
hope to receive ; yet there is no sincerity in their love. 
Christ is supremely excellent. He possesses all divine 
and human excellencies. He is worthy to be loved for 
what he is in himself. And they who love him sincere- 
ly, are heartily attached to his personal character and 
conduct. They love him because he loved righteousness 
and hated iniquity ; because he loved God and was wil- 
ling to die to support his character and make it honour- 
able in pardoning sinners. Their love does not depend 
upon their knowing whether he died for them in par- 
ticular, or whether they beiong io the number of the 
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number of the elect, or whether they shall finally be 
brought to the kingdom of God; but their love termi- 
nates upon the real excellencies and perfections of the 
divine Redeemer. 

2. Sincere love to Christ is supreme love to him.— 
They who love him for what he is in himself, must iove 
him supremely ; for he is in himself supremely amiable. 
When he was on earth the Saviour in his instructions in- 
sisted much upon this mark of sincerity. He said, “ He 
that loveth father or mother more than me is not wor- 
thy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me.” And Christ tells us what 
he means by supreme love to him. It is that, which will 
lead men to give up all for him; or perfect self-denial. 
He says, “ he that taketh not his cross and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life 
shall lose it ; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it.” Again he says “« Every one, that hath forsaken 
houses or brethren, or sister, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands for my sake, shall inherit ev- 
erlasting life.” Andstillfurther to explain supreme af- 
fection, he says, “ if any man come after me and hate 
not his father and mother and wife and children and 
brethren and sisters, yea, and lis own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross 
and come after me cannot be my disciple.” And he con- 
cludes by saying, “ Whosoeyer he be of you that forsa- 
keth notall that he that he hath, cannot be my disciple.” 
There cannot be the least degree of sincere love to 
Christ but what is supreme. ‘And there cannot be su- 
preme love, without being willing to give up all for 
Christ. This he himself always made the condition of 
sincerity. He required this of the amiable young man, 
who could not find it in his heart to comply with this 


condition of salvation. And he made supreme aflection 
Qu 
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to hiraself, the test of Peter’s sincerity after his fall._— 
© Simon, sen of Jonas lovest thou me more than these.” 





3. Sincere love to Christ impiies loving him obediently, 
Sincere love to Christ wili always !cad to universal obe. 
dience to his commands. Hence lie made universal obe. 
dicnce the t st of sincere affection. “ Not every one 
that saith unto me Lor, Lord, shallenter into the king. 
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will.of my father 
which is in heaven.” On another occasion he said— 
*“ Whosoever shall do the willof my Father, who is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister and mother.” 
And again he says, * Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
notthe things which I say?’ Again, ‘* If ye love me 
keep my comigandments.” And again, “ Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.” Love to 
Christ is the only source and the certain source of obe- 
cience to all the divine commands. If any sinc erely love 
Christ, they will sincerely and delightfully do his will. 
And they will esteem his precepts concerning all things 
to be right and pertorm the most self-denying duties as 
well as other duties with pleasure. 

4. Loving Christ sincerely implies loving the doc- 
trines, which he taught. This he made a peculiar mark 
of sincerity. He teld the Jews, “ Ye beiieve not be- 
cause ye are not ofmy sheep. My sheep hear my voite 
and | know them and they follow me.” Again he said, 
«+ If a man love me, he will keep- my words. He, that 
loveth me not, keepeth not my words.” The doctrines 
he taught often proved the test of the affeciion of his 
hearers. When he taught the doctrine ef divine sove- 
reignty in the congregation of Nazareth, it excited uni- 
versal resentment, which they manifested by aticmpting 
to destroy his tile. When he taught his divisity, this 
was called blasphemy. When he taught the totai cor- 
raptien of the human heart, the scribes and Pharisees 
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were ofiended. When he taught the special grace of 
God in drawing sinners to himself, many of his disciples 
forsook him. When he taught the necessity of perse- 
vering inthe love of his doctrines, the believing Jews 
rose against him and discovered their enmity to the 
truth. Indeed, his doctrines were the test of the sis- 
cerity or insincerity of all who heard him. And the 
reason is obvious. All his doctrines were only so many 
branches of the great scheme of redemption, through 
his sufferings and death. Hence Paul declared, that 
he determined to know nothing save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified in his preaching. And he speaks of the 
doctrine of the cross as comprising the, whole gospe!. 
Hence all, who sincerely love Christ, must love all his 
doctrines, which serve to unfold his character and de- 
signs, and consequently to display his real excellence and 
glory. ft isnot conceivable, that any sincere friend of 
Christ should be an enemy to any one doctrine of the 
cross, when he rightly understands it. Some sincere 
christians may be liable to misunderstand some very im- 
portantdoctrines of the gospel; and in that view of them 
dislike them. But none, who really love tie Lord Je- 
sas Christ in sincerity, can knowingly and understanding) 
reject any doctrines, which belong to that system ot 
truth which Christ taught, and which are essential to 
the gospel scheme of salvation. Hence our Lord said to 
the Jews, “ Except ye believe, that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins.” And again, “ Except ye eat the flesh 
and drink the blood of the son of man, ye have no life in 
you.”—That is, except ye believe, digest and love the 
doctrines of the cross, yecannet be saved. And again he 
said to certain, who professed to believe, “ If ye con- 
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed. And 
ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you 
free.” 
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5. Sincere love to Christ implies loving his friends 
and followers. This is abundantly insisted on in Scrip- 
ture, as implied in Christian sincerity. Our Lord said 
to his followers, “ A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; as 1 have loved you, that ye 
also love oneanother. By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” And again 
*« These things | command you that ye love one anoth- 
er.” The Apostle Paul says, “ As touching brotherly 
love ye need not that I write unto you; for ye your- 
selves are taught of God to love one another.” The 
Apostle John says, * We know that we have passed 
trom death unto life ; because we love the brethren.— 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. If a 
man say, I love God and hateth his br:ther, he is a liar : 
tor, he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And 
this commandment have we from him, that he, who 
loveth God, love his brother also.” This command the 
first and sincere disciples of Christ sincerely obeyed.— 
Cor we read, “the multitude of them, that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul.” It is the natural 
tendency of sincere love to Christ to lead his followers 
to love all his friends. This mark of sincere affection 
is agreeable to common sense, and the opinion of all 
mankiad ia other cases. Those who sincerely love 
Christ, sincerely love to see him beloved, and feel at- 

tached to his friends. 
"6. Sincere love to Christ implies loving his cause and 
kingdom. Christ professed to have a kingdom in this 
world, though not of this world. And he commanded 
his followers to seek first his kingdom, as an object of 
the highest importance. And he directed them to pray 
daily for its advancement. His kingdom includes all the 
elect and the hig?eet happiness of mankind. It is the 
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joy that was set before him and the reward of all his 


sufferings. ‘They, therefore, who sincerely love him, 
must love his cause and sincerely desire to promote it. 
Accordingly Christ has made this an infallible test of sin- 
cere love and attachment to him. He said, “ He that 
isnot for me, is against me; and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth abroad.” And again, “ Whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose 
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall 
save it.” Siacere love to Christ always implies the 
spirit of a martyr to his cause, whether his cause re- 
quires the expression of it ornot. Again, 

7. Loving Christ sincerely implies loving his govern- 
ment. Christ has all power in heaven and earth com- 
mitted into his hands. He is made head over all things 
to thechurch. He is the kimg of Zion and the univer- 
sal governor of the world.. He now rules in the king- 
doms of nature, providence and grace. Their love to 
him must therefore, lead his friencs.to rejoice that 
their God and redeemer liveth. 

And Christ saya, that he shall treat all as his enemies 
who do not cordially submit to him. Bring hither a!l 
these mine enemies, that would not that I should reign 
over themrand slay them before me.’ Those who do 
not love the government of Christ, are his. enemies and 
em never be treated as his sincere friends. 

From the varioas and decisive evidences of sincere 
love to Christ, they. who love him sincerely, may know 
the sincerity of their love. These evidences of sincere 
love are intelligible. The truth respecting Christ is 
plainly and fally taught in the scriptures,so that every 
person may know what heis in himself. And the oth- 
er marks of sincere love are equally intelligible. 
l’may also be expected that they who siacerely love 


Christ, will manifest it. Such love is of such a-nature, 
oO. \* 
~-< 





233 THE CHRISTIAN Jury. 


that it will manifest itself. Sincere love to Christ will 
govern the external conduct of real christians. It will 
lead those who possess it, to profess and manifest their 
sincere and supreme affection to Jesus Christ. But the; 
who do not sincerely love Christ, may know that they 
are destitute of that holy love, which is necessary to 
their admission into the presence and kingdom of the 
blessed Redeemer. 


The happiness of Christ’s sincere 
friends. 


In the scriptures they, who truly love Christ are de- 
elared to be in a happy situation; and the happiness of 
toeir situation may appear from the following remarks. 
In the first place—-They are jaterested in the prayers 
ot all good men. All such persons pray with the apos- 
tle, grace be with all them, that love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity.” Every one who loves Christ sin 
cerely, is a special subject of the prayers of all the 
church of Christ; of all the saints on earth. And if 
the united prayers of the whole Israel of God avail 
much, then it is certainly a great favor to be interested 
in them. Itis, therefore,a happy circumstance to those 
that love Christ sincerely, that they have, and may know 
that they have the united prayers of the church univer- 
sal on earth daily ascending to heaven for their tempo- 
ral and spiritual good. ‘This is a peculiar favor; for all 
others have the united prayers of saints against them. 
Again, 

The sincere friends of Christ are entitled to the love 
of Christ himself, whoever lives to make intercession 
for them. He loved Lazarus, he loved John, he loved 








i 
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all his sincere disciples while onearth. And he prayed 
for them very particularly and fervently just before hie 
death. He said, “1 pray for them: | pray not for the 
world; but for them whom thou hast given me; for 
they are thine. Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also, which shall believe onane through their 
word.” From this the apostle draws a just and consis- 
tent conclusion. ‘+ Wherefore he is able to save them to 
the uttermost, that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them.” God al- 
ways hears Christ and whatever he asks for his sincere 
followers he always grants. Such persons, therefore, 
are in a happy situation. For they enjoy the favor and 
the intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Again—Christ accepts the services of his sincere 
friends. Whatever they heartily do, as to Christ and not 
unto men, is accepted. And Christ has promised to re- 
ward them for all their sincere services. He says, 
Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, 
verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his re- 
ward.” And he represents all their expressions of sin- 
cere love to him, as meeting a gracious acceptance and 
a glorious reward at the great and last day, when all his 
iriends shall be received into everlasting habitations. 
And is not this a great source of happiness to the sin- 
cere followers of Christ, that he will never forget their 
labors of love, but finally accept and reward them in the 
kingdom of glory? He requires them to rejoice on this 
account. ‘ Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven.” This foundation of hope and 
joy standeth sure, “having this seal; the Lord know- 
eth them that are his.” There is nothing, that sincere 
christians do from love to Christ, that shall not turn toa 
glorious and happy account. Their work shall not be 


oe a 
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burnt up, but follow them to heaven aad work for them 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Again, 

The sincere friends of Christ are prepared for the 
everlasting enjoyment of him in heaven. He has de- 
termined that where he is, there his servants shall be- 
And he represents their being with him, as the source 
of their highest felicity in heaven. ‘ Father, | will that 
they also. whom thou hast given me be with me where 
I am; that they may behold my glory which thou hast 
given me; for thou lovedst me before the foundation of 
the world” It would be no pleasure to those, who do 
not sincerely loye Christ tobe with him. Such are un- 
fit for the happiness which results from the enjoyment 
of him. But those, who love him sincerely will be pre- 
pared to enjoy his presence and the displays of his glory 
in the holiness and happiness of myriads and myriads of 
this fallen race. ‘Phey will delight to hear the songs of 
gratitude and praise arising from all the redeemed to the 
blessed saviour for his redeeming love. And to be for- 
ever with the Lord will be-the consummation of bless- 
edness. ‘Thus shall grace, whieh implies all good, be 
with them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
Through the grace of God they are now in a happy con- 
dition and they shall, through his grace, be raised to 
perfect and endless joy and glory in heaven 


Repentance. 


TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE. 


Repent and turn yourselves from all your transgressions ; 80 
that iniquity shail not be your-ruin. Ezekiel xvin1, 30. 

Then shall ye remember your own evil ways aad your doings, 
that were not good, and shall loath yourselves in your own sight 
for your iniquities and your abominations. Ezekiel xxxvi, 31. 
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They went out and preached, that men should repent. Mark 
ri, 12. 

Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Luke xin, 6. 

Likewise I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the an- 
gels of God over one sinner that repenteth. Luke xv, 10. 

God now commandeth all men every where to repent. .4cts 
xy, 30. 

But showed first unto them of Damascus and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that 


they should repent and turn to God and do works meet for repen- 
tance. Acts xxvz, 20. 


QUESTIONS. 


1. In what does repentance consist? 2. Does Tepen- 
tance imply a great change in a person? 3. Is repen- 
tance the duty of every human being? 4. Is immediate 
repentance the duty of every impenitent sinner? 5. Are 
all pious persons truly penitent? 6. May all mankind be 
divided into two classes from their conduct in respect 


to repentance? 7. What is the present condition of im- 
penitent sinners? 8. What will be the future condition 
of sinners, who die in impenitence? 9. Will any thing 
be of any avail towards the salvation of sinners without 
repentance ? 10. Shall every real penitent be saved? 
11. Why is salvation promised and secured to all per- 
sons who repent? 12. Is the exercise of real repentance 
pleasant, or painful? 13. Is repentance an easy duty ? 
14. What are the works, that are meet for repentance ? 
15. Why should the angels rejoice over penitent sin- 
ners? 16. Is the condition of impenitent sinners exceed- 
ingly unhappy? 17. Is it proper to use means to induce 
sinners to repent? 18. May every person obtain a true 
knowledge of his own character by knowing his own 
conduct in respect to repentance ? 
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Christian discretion in temporal af- 
fairs. 
To the Christian Visitor. 

Ssa—I send you the present communication in order 
to notice two or three other points respecting the sub- 
ject, which I have taken into consideration. Having be- 
fore noticed idleness and prodigality, 1 would now men- 
tion, 

3. The foily of sinful motives in regard to secular 
interests. Such motives as are suited to strengthen and 
justify the worst feelings and designs of the human 
heart, are often used to induce persons to attend to the 
concerns of this life. Pride, applause, avarice and hy- 
pocrisy are frequently used as the main spring to excite 
attention, diligence and exertion in respect to secular in- 
teresis and pursuits. But there is no need of such mo- 
tives for such purposes. Religious considerations are 
the only proper motives to direct and govern human 
conduct in respect to temporal concerns. ‘The motives 
which religion affords, are the most powerful. They 
may he safely urged upon all persons. Their influence 
is thorough. ‘They reach the conscience and affect the 
heart. Such motives are permanent. They continue 
and increase in their strength. Such motives as are de- 
rived from religion in respect to temporal concerns, will 
apply to all persons and at all times and places. Why, 
then, should not all persons be guided and governed at 
all times, by religious considerations, in the management 
of their temporal concerns? It is very unwise to resort 
to sinful motives to influence human conduct in respect 
to secular concerns, when real religion will induce eve- 


ry person, who is truly pious, to guide his afiairs with 
discretion. 
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4. As itis an important duty to manage temporal af- 
fairs with discretion, children ought to be so educated 
as to perform this duiy. ‘The common object and con- 
cern for children in respect to worldly property have 
been to leave a large portion of earthly substance in 
their hands. but there has generaliy been but little la- 
bour or .care io prepare chiidren te manage and use 
worldly property with discretion. Yet such children as 
have received the targest portion of earthiy property, 
have omy managed their temporal concerns in the 
worst Manner. ‘ihey have commonly abused and wast. 
ed their sub ‘e. ina sermon preached in New Ha- 
ven, oy the k Dr. Dwight, president of Yale Col- 
lege, he makes \>- following statement. ‘ Almost all 
the property, whic. cxists in this town, has been earned 
by those who pcesse . During forty-four years, the 
term in which | have been acquainied with it, almost all 


the persons who have inherited considerable property 


and have left the world, have died poor; very many of 
them bankrupis; some of them beggars; and scarcely 
any of them men .of wealth, What man would toil 
through life to earn property with the knowledge, that 
this would be the issue of his labors? What man of com- 
mon sense must not perceive the decisive probability 
furnished by this example, that his labors to hoard up 
property for his children will issue in this manner?” 
Now to what cause can we look for such extensive and 
rainous indiscretion in respect to worldly property ? 
Chiefly, no doubt, to the improper education of children. 
Though parents endure much labor and care to obtain 
property for their children, they do liitle to prepare 
their children to guide their affairs with discretion. Bat 
itis vastly more impcctant to use property wiih dis- 
eretion than to possess large portions of it to be abused 
and wasted. Itis then highly importent that children 
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should be so educated as to be prepared for the discrete 
management of their temporal concerns. 

5. It becomes every person to examine his own con- 
duct in respect to his secular interests. It is not mere- 
ly their own worldly prosperity, but their duty, that 
persons ought to regard in their temporal pursuits and 
labors. Let all, then, enquire and consider, whether 
they have been influenced by religious motives, in re- 
spect to their temporal interests ; whether they serve 
God or mammon in their daily labors and secular pur- 
suits. They, who are truly pious, from their fear 
of God and their delight in his commandments, are dis- 
posed to guide their affairs with discretion. But they, 
who have not the fear of God before their eyes and no 
regard to their duty in their temporal concerns, must 
give an account of their conduct and cfall the property, 
that is put into their hands. Surely, then, it becomes 
every person to examine his own conduct in respect to 
his temporal concerns and be prepared to render an ac- 
count to God in the great day of judgment. And it does 
especially concern the professors of religion to consider 
and perform their duty in respect to their temporal con- 
cerns. They have by their profession devoted their 
time, their strength, their labor and their property to 
the service and honor of God. If they would act ac- 
cording to their profession and fulfil their solemn engage- 
ments, they must be careful and watchful to guide their 
affairs with discretion. By such conduct they will have 
leisure for the special duties of religion, do their duty 
in respect to their success, honor their religious pro- 
fession, have property for charitable purposes and be 
prepared to give an account with joy at the final judg- 
ment. And they, who are not truly pious, are ‘strong- 
ly urged to become religious even in respect to the con- 
cerns of this lite- ' If they would mauage their concerns 
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with discretion, they ought to fear God and keep his 
commandments. If they will so conduct, their temporal 
aflairs will not hinder, but promote their spiritual inter- 
ests. But if they do not regard God and their duty in 
the aflairs of this life, they can find no real profit in 
earthly things. Norcan they have any part or lot in the 
kingdom of God. 


* * 
000" ~~ 000——_- 


EXTRACTS. 


eee 


Cultivation of the Mind. 


Theological reading, which certainly should begin* 
with the Bible, is very important. A thorough acquain- 


tauce with religious doctrines deeply concerns the wel- 


fare of all mankind. It is astonishing to see the igno- 
rance of many persons on these subjects. They hive, 
perhaps for many years, enjoyed advantages of religious 
instruction, but have never used them to any eilect. 
The being and perfections of God; the immortality of 
the soul; an endless state of rewards and punishments ; 
a change so amazing as that of death; the unknown re- 
alities of the coming world; in short, the immensity of 
God’s kingdom and government; the infinitely varied 
works of creation; and what man is to himself as a con- 
scious being; are objects, which seem to call for the ut. 
most exertion of our intellectual powers. To survey, 
to inquire, to learn, and to know, m the midst of a 
world of such wonders, demands man’s noblest faculties, 


lt is not less certain, that theological reading should proceed 
and end with the bible; though not to the exclusion of oike: 
books: — Ed. 
21 
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and certainly furnishes for them the noblest employ- 
iment. 

But the disease of our race seems to be stupidity, 
Many, too many, plod on through life, thinking only of 
the present. They scarcely send forward a thought in. 
to futurity, till they come upon the brink of the preci- 
pice, and it is then too late, even to acquire any settled 
opinions, or make any preparations. A life of the most 
extreme thoughtiessness, is closed with a few hours of 
gloomy, intense, ineffable anxiety and horror. 

True religion, as appertaining to the mind, consists in 
just views and virtuous dispositions. Its genuine ten- 
dency is to lead men to the most careful discharge of the 
duties of life. But it does noi stop here. it awakens 
in a man a due sense of his various relations to things 
eternal. It heids up to his understauding, a superior 
light, whereby he perceives clearly, that his best inher- 
itance is in his immortal state. In firm expectation and 
confidence of future happiness, he is resigned to the 
course of Providence, and waits patiently the cousum- 
mation of their hopes. 

The propensity prevalent in the human mind to ne- 
vlect religious studies, extends to the neglect of all men- 
tal cultivation ; and it is no uncommon thing for people 


to neglect their minds altogether. Among the eastern 


nations, there are some who regard religion in the light 
we do the study of law or physic; that is, an occupa- 
tion to be followed by a certain class of men. If, in- 
siead of the word religion, we substitute the phrase, 
cultivation of the mind, such a class may be found al- 
most any where, even in ourowncountry. They com- 
plain that they have no time; that they are pressed by 
business. How many hours in the day do they attend 
to business ? How do they employ their evenings ? How 


do they spend the Sabbath? The fact is, they have too 
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much time. It hangs, a dead weight, upon their hands. 
Their business, except in a few extreme cases, is short- 
er, by several hours, than the day. Their dull, insipid 
evenings are dozed away in a vacuity of thought. Per- 
haps they saunter to a neighbor’s house, where their 
conversation is of too trivial and absurd a nature to ad- 
mit of being specified in a serious discourse; or per- 
haps they fall upon some amusement for the express 
purpose of killing time, as some are pleased to style it: 
or, in other words te pass away the evening, and es- 
cape that distressing sense of solitude, which often seiz- 
es the vacant rind. 

Killing time! “Time,” says the poet, “is the stuff 
that life is made of.” To waste time, is to squander 
the main ingredient of life, one of the richest of heaven’s 
blessings. O, righteous Heaven, remember it not against 
them in the great day of trial! lest it swell the cata- 
logue of their crimes beyond forgiveness. As for their 
Sabbaths, instituted for the benevolent purpose of sus- 
pending servile labor, and acquiring the knowledge of 
their Creator, they are slept or idled away: yet these 
people say that they have no time to devote to the im- 
provements of the mind. One of the most important 
questions a man can ask himself, is, How his time has 
been spent? To judge of its full import, let us consider 
what sensations it will excite, when, with imperative 
tone, it shall obtrude itself upon him in the hour of 
death. 

The most excellent and important of all books, is 
doubtless the Bible. It contains a glorious manifesta- 
tion of God’s character, perfections, and government, 
together with the character, duty, and obligations of 
men, and the only way of life and salvation. It is the 
felicity of the present day, to possess not only this in- 
invaluable book, but to abound in religious writings, of 
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various descriptions, calculated to strengthen the faith, 
aad cherish the virtues of the Christian. Books of this 
nature are indispensably necessary to a well chosen li- 
brary. They abound in discourses, which will give 
light, comfort, and encouragement to aman, when all 
human sciences, even when ail earthly things, however 
splendid and beautiful, are fading in his eye. 

That species of reading, next in importance to divin- 
ity is history. There is seen the rise and fall of states 
and empires. On one page is delineated the causes of 
their prosperity, and on another, of their decline. His- 
tory represents the great concerns of nations in mina- 
ture. The picture is grand, but somewhat gloomy ; and 
the correspondent sensations in him who examines it, if 
at times elevated and delightful, will not fail to be sha- 
ded over with melancholy, softened, however, by the 
distance, and rendered sublime by the magnificence and 
glory of the object. The historian, however long he 
walks under the embowering laurel and olive, must ai 
Jength repose under the cypress shade. 


Assurance of Salvation. 


Thetrue believer desires no assurance of his salva 
tion, but that which has its foundation in holy exerci- 
ses, and consists in them, so that the former cannot be 
obtained without the latter. Assurance of salvation 
would be worth nothing to him, if he could have it with- 
out holiness, or while he had no stronger and more sen- 
sible exercises of love to Christ than he now has. 
He therefore does not ask for such assurance, nor de- 
sire it. Jt pleases him, that assurance cannot be obtain- 
ed in any other way, thar in the lively and sensible ex- 
erciee of holy affection. 
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There are some, who earnestly desire and long for 
assurance that they shall be saved, and feel, that if they 
could obtain this, they should be happy, while holiness 
is not so much the object of their desire .and. pursuit.— 
These are not seeking the assurance which the christian 
desires, nor can it be true assurance or of any real worth 
were it obtained, without holiness. Such assurance 
will satisfy a selfish person; because, if he can be assu- 
red that he shall be happy, he cares for no more; and 
in his idea of happiness, holiness is not included. But 
not so the true believer. 

From the preceding particular, it follows, that: the 
true believer prizes holiness more than assurance, and is 
more concerned to obtain the former, than the latter.— 
To be conformed to Christ, and obedient to him in all 
things, earnestly and constantly devoted to his service 
and honour, and filled with strong, benevolent love to 
God, and to man; is a thousand times more the. object 
of his desire and prayer, than to be assured that he 
shall be saved. Therefore,he desires. no other assur- 
ance of salvation, than that which is implied in such ho- 
liness, as has been observed. Indeed, the true christian, 
in the exercise of holy affection, or disinterested beney- 
olence to God and .man, is seeking more: important ob- 
jects, and events, than his own salvation, and they have 
the first palce in his heart. He seeks first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness. 

On th» contrary, the selfish person, desires and seeks 
his own personal interest, his own happiness, as the mos, 
important and supreme good, and if he can be assured 
of his own happiness, he he has all he wants. There- 
fore, when persons prize aud desire assurance of their 
own salvation, more than holiness, it is asign that they 
are not true believers. 


O\* 


~ 
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The true christian, can have joy and peace in beliey- 
ing, or the joy of faith, without assurance of salvation. 
The reason of this has just now been given, viz. thathe 
desires and seeks, and consequently places his happiness 
in better, greater, and more important objects, than his 
own salvation. He rejoices in the truth. Inthe truths 
contained in divine revelation, in the divine character, 
ia infinite wisdom, rectitude and goodness ; in the felici- 
ty andglory of God ; in the character of Christ, and the 
way of salvation for man, by him. 

The selfish person, seeking nothing but his own inter- 
est and happiness, can have no religious comfort and 
joy, eny farther than he thinks himself sure,-or hopes 
that he shall be saved. Therefore, his religious light 
and darkness, his trouble or comfort, arise wholly from, 
or consist in his fears, that he is’ no christian, and shall 
not be sayed; and in his hope and confidence that God 
leves him, and he shall be saved. Whenthis appears to 
be true of amy person, it is a sign he isno real christian. 

The hope and contidence of the true believer, that 
he is a christian, and shall be saved, rises and sinks, 
according to the degree of holy exercise, in love to 
God. The hypocrite can enjoy his assurance with- 
out any holiness, or concern about it. 

Therefore, the only right way to obtain assurance of 
salvation, is to press forward in the exercise of holiness, 
in every branch of it, so asto be sensibly a friend to 
Christ, and devoted to his honor and interest. 


vOv—-_/ 
—' 


The General Resurrection. 


* The General Resurrection will put an end to the sep 
arate state. When the bodies of al! who shall have di- 
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ed from the begianing of the world, to that time, will 
be raised, and come forth, in union with the souls that 
had been separated irom them by death. This will take 
place when Jesus Christ shall come to judgment. This 
is frequently spoken of in the snriptures, and expressly 
asserted, in more places than it is needful to mention 
here, for those who read the bible. Our Saviour says, 
‘* The hour is coming, in the which, all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shail come forth, they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.” When the Aposile John, had a vision of 
the general judgment, the general resurrection is con- 
nected with it. “ And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God, and the sea gave up the dead whic h 
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them; And they were judged every man 
according to their works.” The Aposile Paul treats 
particularly of the resurrection of the bodies of the re- 
deemed, as an important and essential doctrine of chris- 
tianity. 

We depend entirely upon divine revelation, for the 
notice and knowiedge of this doctrine of a future resur- 
rection; as it could not be known by any other meane. 
sut when we find it revealed, it does not appear con- 
trary to reason, but is agreeable to the dictates of it; 
and inno respect incredible,if the account the scripture 
gives of it, be properly considered and understood.— 
There were indeed, some professing christians in the 
Apostle’s days, as there have been since, ‘ho denied 
this doctrine. This doctrine was thought incrdible, im- 
possible and ridiculous by the heathen philosophers, 
and others, in the days of Christ and his Apostles. And 
this same incredulity has been transmitted down to this 
day among those who pay little orno regard¢o the bi- 
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ble. They say, it is impossible, that all the same bod- 
‘ies which have died, should be ever recovered and rais. 
ed again. It is not thought necessary to state their ob- 
jections, and answer them here, as this has been done 
over and over again, by many able writers. It will be 
sufficient to observe that the remark which Christ made 
upon the Sadducees, who denied this doctrine, as impos- 
sible, is applicable to them, viz. That they do greatly 
err, because they do not believe, or understand the 
scriptures: nor the power of God. When they can 
tell, in what identity consists, and what is necessary in 
order to constitute the resurrection body the same with 
that to which the soul was united in this life; and what 
omnipotence, and infinite knowledge and wisdom can 
do, and cannot do, with respect to this; and can prove 
that the bible is not a revelation from God; then let 
them undertake to prove, that the doctrine of a general 
resurrection of the same bodies which have died, or 
shall die, to the end-of the world is impossible or incred- 
Hele. 

The resur-ection bodies of the redeemed, will be 
beautiful and glorious, far beyond our present concep- 
tion: They will be like the glorified body of the Re- 
deemer ; every way fitted for a state of immortality, 
constant activity, and perfect happiness, as the eternal 
monuments of the power, wisdom and goodness of Christ. 
They willtave no defect, but be perfectly suited to ac- 
commodate and furnish the.holy soul, to all that activi- 
ty, work and-enjoyment, which are implied ina state of 
perfect happiness. This-is called in scripture, a spirit- 
nal body ; which some have thought to be a contradic- 
tion. It issindeed beyond ovr comprehension. But 
where ‘is the inconsistence or impropriety, in calling 
that a spiritual body, which is so much unlike any body 
which we. know, or of which we can have any adequate 








Ne Ss atone 


Say ena ene 





1823. VISITOR. 248 


idea, that it is perfectly suited to promote the percep- 
tions, activity and enjoyment of a holy mind, and ans- 
er every desirable end, with respect to all external ob- 
jects? 

The bodies of these who died in their sins, will be 
an awful contrast to those of the redeemed. “ They 
will rise “ To shame and everlasting contempt.” They 
will be every way suited to the souls which are wholly 
sinful, and enemies to God, prepared for condemnation, 
eespair and endless destruction. 


Christianity. 


Much, indeed, may be said in praise of the noble and 
benovolent exertions of many individuals to promote hu- 
inanity, order, civility, and virtue among many unhappy 
nations. ‘They have spared no pains nor expense ; they 
have encountered the dangers of those inclement climes, 
and the perils of a barbarous land. Their good will in 
this godlike work has been blessed; they have been 
found doing their duty, and they shall not lose their re- 
ward. 

Were the nations, which bear the Christian name, 
generally engaged in this work—were they desirous to 
meliorate the condition of savage nations, they might, 
by a proper course of conduct, at length, remove those 
prejudices from their minds, which now form insupera- 
ble bars tothe most benevolent attempts of individuals 
and societies. Savages derive their views of the cha- 
racter, government, and religion of Christian nations, 
not from the testimony of a few individuals, but from 
the conduct of those nations. They reason thus: “If,” 
éay they, «+ Christian nations believe and praciise their 
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religion, we are sure it is the worst in the world; there- 
fore we will not embrace it: but if Christians do not 
practice their religion, it is surely because they do not 
believe in it; and if they do not believe nor practice it, 
why should we? Why should it challenge our assent t 
and conformity, who do not understand it, when those 
who do, disregard its dictates ?”’ 





—000— 


POETRY. 


Paul's Voyage. 
if Paul in Cesar’s court must stand, 
He need not fear the sea ; 
Secur’d from harm on ev'ry hand 
sy the divine decree. 





we 
aiwas 


Altho’ the sbip in which he sail’d 
By dreadful storms was toss’d ; 
The promise over all prevailed, 





And not a life was lost. 


Jesus ! the God whom Paul ador'd, 
Who saves in time of need ; 

Was then confess’d, by all on board, 
A present help indeed ! 


Tho’ neither sun nor stars were seen, 
Paul knew the lord was near ; 
. And faith preserv’d his soul serene, 
When otbers shook for fear. 


Believers thus are toss’d about, 
On life’s tempestuous main ; 
& But grace assures, beyond a doubt, 
T hey shall their port attain. 
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e 
They must, they shall appear one day, Lz 
» . . . 7% 
Beiore their Savior’s throne > , ; 

The storms they meet with by the way, 

; q ° 
But make his power known. 

Their passage lies across the brink 
Of many a threat’ning wave ; | 
The world expects to see them sink, k, 
But Jesus lives to save. 4 

: 
Lord, tho’ we are but feeble worms, 
Yet since thy word is past, 


We'll venture thro’ a thousand storms, 
To see thy face at last. 


Newton 


sian by Nature, Grace and Glory. 
Lord, wiai is maa remes how wide, 

In this mysterious 9 in! 

The flesh, to worms and dusi ally’d, 


"The soul, immortai and divine ! 


Divine at first, aholy flame 
Kiadied by the Aimighty’s breath ; 
Till, staia’d by sin, it soon became 


The seat of darkness, strife, and death. 





gut Jesus, Oh! amaziog grace! 


Assum’d our nature as his own, 


Obey'd and suffer’d in our place, t* 
‘Tiea took it with him to his throne. 4 
Now what is man, when grace reveals 
‘Lhe virtue of a Saviour’s blood ? 


Again a iife civyine he feels, 
Despises earth, and walks with God. 
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; 
i) ‘ And what in yonder realms above, 
' { , is ransom’d man ordain’d to be ? 
: With honor, holiness, and love, 
; Nor seraph more adorn’d than he. 
1, | | 
Nearest the throne, and first in song, 
aft Man shall his hallelujahs raise ; 
yy While wond’ring angels round him throng, 
} And swell the chorus of his praise. 
1a Newton, 
a. 


Ne): The Curate Relieved. 


1 AY 
Bef | ‘ A -violen’ Welsh squire having taken offence at a poor 
; ay ¢ o employed his icisure hours in mending 
pA giocks and watches, applied to the lishop of St, Asaph, 
i a | With a tormai compleini against lim ior impiously car- 
.) a ring on a tirade, contrary to the statute. His lordship 
f i having heard the complaint, told the squire he might 
eiil- depend upon it that the strictest justice should be done 
‘ ih : in the case; accordingly the mechanic divine was sent 
, 7 for a few days afier, when the bishop asked him “ How 
i) 4 he dared to disgrace his diccese by becoming a mender 
I a, % of ciocks and watches?” ‘The other, with all humiiity 
t answered, “To satisfy the wants of a wife and ten 
, ‘i 4 : children.” That won't do with me,” rejoined the pre- 
i - (| late. “ W'll inflict such a punishment upon you as shall 
it make you leave off your pitiful trade, | promise y«u;” 
‘ and immediately, calling in his secretary, ordered him) 
to make out a presentation for the astonished curate (% 
, , a living of at least one hundred aad fiity pounds per ame 
ad € num. eS 
i 
iy 
: 
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